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Draft Minutes of the twenty-first meeting of
the UN Task Force on Reverse Warning Sound issues
Task Force meeting
Friday: 11 June 2021 from 8:30 am to 12:30 am CET

Web conference
i. [bookmark: OutSharedNoteBorder][bookmark: OutSharedNoteLink]Welcome and introduction
Mr. Houzu as the Chair of this TF opened the 21st meeting of TF on RWS and welcomed all participants. He pointed out that the main subject of this meeting was to finalize 
the discussion on 
· the Limit Values for Part II
· how to handle Low/Normal/High level (Mandatory/option)
· an alternative test mode for low level in case of BGN level is higher than low level minus 3 dB(A) for Part II
and continue 
· the drafting work of the text of the new Regulation
Due to COVID-19 situation this meeting was again organized as a WebEx meeting.
All attendees agreed to share the information, which is available on the Attendance List, and to allow uploading the list to the UNECE Website (see TFRWS-21-04)
ii. Adoption of the Agenda
The Agenda (see TFRWS-21-01) was adopted, but it was decided to start Agenda item iv. with the review of the draft proposal of the new Regulation and thereafter continue the discussion on Limit values: Part II.
iii. Approval of the Minutes from 20th Task Force meeting on Reverse Warning Sound
The Draft Minutes of the 20th meeting (TFTWS-20-07) were presented and approved.
iv. Confirming following items
· [bookmark: _Hlk53507383]Review draft proposal for the new Regulation (TFRWS-21-02)
The Group agreed to keep §2.2. in its original form, but add “to aid” and move the second sentence to a Footnote.
2.2.	 “Low Level” means the emitted sound level of the “Audible reverse warning device” which is to aid sufficient safety of vulnerable road users during quiet times and/or quiet areas.
(Note: This would provide the driver the tool to avoid complaints in quiet situations, which could result from higher levels.)
§2.3. and §2.4. where revised accordingly:
2.3.	“Normal Level” means the emitted sound level of the “Audible reverse warning device” which is to aid the sufficient safety of vulnerable road users during normal traffic hours and areas not covered by 2.2. and 2.4.
2.4.	“High Level” means the emitted sound level of the “Audible reverse warning device” which is to aid sufficient safety of vulnerable road users and when “Normal level” is deemed insufficient for safety, during times and/or areas not covered by 2.2 and 2.3 (e.g. industrial or road construction sites). 
In §3.4. the following was implemented for better clarification “and when “Normal level” is deemed insufficient for safety”.

The Group agreed to revise §2.7. after the Draft for the new Regulation has been finalized. The Experts from CLEPA were asked to check, if “rated voltage” is still needed as an indicator for the ”Type of audible reverse warning device” (see also §5.3.). The Experts will present their answer at the next meeting.

The Group agreed to add “moist” to the Footnote5 in §6.3.1.
….which must not be moist or covered with powdery snow ……

The Group agreed to revise §6.4.7. editorially.
6.4.7.		A reference sound, simulating ambient noise, emitted by the loudspeaker has to play pink noise at 4 different SPLs:
The Group agreed to keep only one table in §6.4.8. and §6.4.9. as already was decided for the tables in Part II.

§11.2. was updated in accordance with the decisions made at the 16th meeting.
11.2.	"Vehicle type" means a category of motor vehicles, which does not differ essentially in such respect as:

For clarification the Group agreed to add “as defined in 2.8.” to §11.4.
[bookmark: _Hlk535859680]11.4	“Background noise” or “Ambient noise” is any sound other than the sound of the reverse warning device, as defined in 2.8. Its SPL is measured in dB(A) and the area considered around the vehicle is regarded as a homogeneous sound field with the same SPL.

For “cleaning up the definitions” the Group decided to move all “Definitions” to paragraph 2. Definitions  and move “I. Part I: Audible reverse warning device” behind paragraph 2. but in front of paragraph 3..

In front of the next meeting all Experts are asked to think about in what way the word “mode” should be used in this new Regulation. When this solved, the “default mode” can be defined (see §14.1.4. The default mode is the “normal mode”).
The Group agreed to rephrase §14.1.5. after the discussion on §14.5.1.1. has been finalized.

The Group agreed to revise the Footnote8 according to the earlier made decision, to follow the development of the new Regulation No. 158.
8 The device(s) for the reversing motion shall comply with UN Regulation No. 158. 
The Group decided also to rephrase the second part of §14.3.5. as follows:
The pause function of the reverse warning sound device shall not be used unless for an obvious lack of necessity to emit sound for warning vulnerable road users in the surrounding area.
The word “alert” was changed to “warning” and the last part of the original sentence was deleted:
“and that it is certain that there are no pedestrians within a short distance”
All changes were shown in TFRWS-20-02 Rev.1 and the document was uploaded to the website accordingly.

Due to the fact, that the review of the Draft took all-time available at this meeting, the Group was not able to continue the discussion on the limit values of Part II.
The Group decided to call for another meeting to take up the work on the additional agenda items:

· Continue the discussion on Limit values: Part II (Audible reverse warning signals of motor vehicles)

· How to handle Low/Normal/High level (Mandatory/option)
· How to handle Low level in relation to BGN
· How to handle Type Approval requirements when a device is fitted to a vehicle

· Next step
v. Date and place of the 22nd meeting
22nd meeting of TF on RWS issues: 
Monday 14th June 2021 from 7:00 am to 9:00 am CET
vi. Other Business
None 
__________________________________
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