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Further compromise seeking regarding lane-change procedure
Re: ECE/TRANS/WP.29/GRVA/2021/10 and GRVA-10-22

Background: The objective of the industry proposal is to extend allowed time to start LCM to 7 seconds (or more).

Consultations and exchange between the CP’s representatives allowed to clarify the concerns with the current proposal (GRVA-10-22):
1. According to the Traffic Regulations of some CPs, the driver has to wait to use the direction indicator until there is space in the adjacent lane. The driver has to ascertain himself there is space before switching on the direction indicators. In general, that is about 3 seconds. Keeping the direction indicator blinking more is considered as undermining traffic flow: the driver in the faster vehicle might brake to prevent a potential collision (as he might rightfully assume the ego vehicle will actually change lane), causing other vehicles behind to also brake etc. It is considered to be wrong driving behavior to ‘claim’ non-existing space by using the direction indicator for a changing lane. Only in exceptional cases (e.g. traffic jam) can this be done, in which case it is recommended to e.g. make (eye-)contact with the driver from whom one claims space to avoid confusion.
2. The related issues are mode confusion and overreliance on the system by the driver.

Proposal:
1. It looks like that the cause of the issue is the blinking direction indicator. If it is off, the concern seems would go away.
Therefore, the industry is invited to consider, whether the activation of the lane-change procedure could be done by other means besides the direction indicator, e.g., a button on the steering wheel. The direction indicator could be turned on automatically in a due time at the beginning of the lane change maneuver.
2. The related issues, such as mode confusion and overreliance on the system by the driver, could be addressed by a specific paragraph (e.g., in Annex 6) ensuring that should not be the case.
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