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Draft Minutes of the twenty-third meeting of
the UN Task Force on Reverse Warning Sound issues
Task Force meeting
Monday: 21 June 2021 from 8:00 am to 12:00 am CET

Web conference 

i. [bookmark: OutSharedNoteBorder][bookmark: OutSharedNoteLink]Welcome and introduction
Mr. Houzu as the Chair of this TF opened the 23rd meeting of TF on RWS and welcomed all participants. He pointed out that the main subject of this meeting was to finalize 
the discussion on the Draft of the new Regulation and prepare the Working document to be submitted to the 74th session of GRBP.
Due to COVID-19 situation this meeting was again organized as a WebEx meeting.
All attendees agreed to share the information, which is available on the Attendance List, and to allow uploading the list to the UNECE Website (see TFRWS-23-10).
ii. Adoption of the Agenda
The Agenda (see TFRWS-23-01) was adopted
iii. Approval of the Minutes from 21st and 22nd Task Force meeting on Reverse Warning Sound
The Draft Minutes of the 21st meeting (TFRWS-21-03) and the Draft Minutes of the 22nd meeting (TFRWS-22-04) were presented to the Group by the Secretary. The Group were asked to study both Draft Minutes after the meeting and to send their comments to the Secretary at the latest on Friday 25th of June. No comments received means both Draft Minutes are approved.
The Secretary received no comments  The Draft Minutes of the 21st meeting (TFRWS-21-03) and the Draft Minutes of the 22nd meeting (TFRWS-22-04) are approved.
iv. Confirming following items
· [bookmark: _Hlk53507383]Finalize the Draft for the new Regulation

The Group reviewed document TFRWS-23-02 and the following changes were approved:
Paragraph 1.1.2.
[bookmark: _Hlk74561398]PART II: Approval of motor vehicles listed in 1.1.1. with regard to fitting of audible reverse warning devices as specified under Part I automatically activated when reverse gear is selected and the propulsion system is on.

I. Part I. Audible reverse warning device
This headline for Part I was moved in front of Paragraph 3. It means, that the Definition as noted in Paragraph 2. are now valid for Part I. and for Part II.

Paragraph 2.1.1. “Non-self-adjusting audible reverse warning device”
The definition for “Non-self-adjusting audible reverse warning device” were confirmed.

Paragraph 2.2.
The definition for “Low Level” was confirmed by adding the word “mode” to the definition.
“Low Level” mode means the emitted sound level of the “Audible reverse warning device” which is to aid sufficient safety of vulnerable road users during quiet times and/or quiet areas.[footnoteRef:1] [1: 		The mode “Low level” mode would provide the driver the tool to avoid complaints in quiet situations that otherwise could result from the mode “Normal level” mode.] 

The footnote to paragraph 2.2. was confirmed (see below Footnote 1)

Paragraph 2.3.
The definition for “Normal Level” was confirmed by adding the word “mode” to the definition.
“Normal Level” mode means the emitted sound level of the “Audible reverse warning device” which is to aid the sufficient safety of vulnerable road users during normal traffic hours and areas not covered by 2.2. and 2.4..

Paragraph 2.4.
The definition for “High Level” was confirmed by adding the word “mode” to the definition.
“High Level” mode means the emitted sound level of the “Audible reverse warning device” which is to aid sufficient safety of vulnerable road users and when “Normal level” is deemed insufficient for safety, during times and/or areas not covered by 2.2 and 2.3 (e.g. industrial or road construction sites). 
Paragraph 2.5.
Japan presented document TFRWS-23-04, where they proposed to add an additional Class IV to this paragraph: 
2.5.X.   Class IV: The “Non-self-adjusting audible reverse warning device” is able to emit sound levels of “Normal Level”.
The justification was that “Normal Level” is a common level to all classes.
In addition to these proposal CLEPA members explained, that they have today reverse warning devices in production, which only emit one single “sound”. According to the proposed Classes (I, II or III) these devices could not be type approved according to Part I. Only combinations of them could be type approved according to the definition for “Multiple audible reverse warning system”.
To overcome this situation the Group proposed to introduce three new classes: Class L, Class N and Class H.

2.5.	Basic designation for “Non-self-adjusting audible reverse warning device” 
2.5.1	Class L: The “Non-self-adjusting audible reverse warning device” is able to emit sound levels of “Low Level” only.
2.5.2	Class N: The “Non-self-adjusting audible reverse warning device” is able to emit sound levels of “Normal Level” only.
2.5.3	Class H: The “Non-self-adjusting audible reverse warning device” is able to emit sound levels of “High Level” only. 

Paragraph 2.5.5. & Paragraph 2.6.2.
The Group confirmed the introduction of Class II as proposed at the 22nd meeting of this Task Force.

2.5.5. 	Class II: The “Non-self-adjusting audible reverse warning device” is able to emit sound levels of “Normal Level” and “High Level”.
2.6.2.	  Class II: The “Multiple audible reverse warning system” is able to emit sound levels of “Normal Level” and “High Level”.
In conjunction with TFRWS-23-04 the Group discussed the proposal for paragraph 14.7. TFRWS-23-03, which was prepared by the Secretary based on the spirit of UN Regulation No.116.
The Group discussed the proposal and agreed to revise it as follows:
14.7.  At the time of application of this Regulation, Contracting Parties shall declare which Classes (N, I, II and / or III) of the “Non-self-adjusting audible reverse warning device” and / or the “Multiple audible reverse warning system” (I, II and/ or III) of the Regulation they intend to mandate in their territory for each category of vehicles if the vehicles in questions are not equipped with either a “Self-adjusting audible reverse warning device” or a “Stepwise self-adjusting audible reverse warning device. *
*The component Class L and / or Class H is / are only allowed to be used in combinations with other(s) which at least emit(s) the ”Normal level”.
It means, that specific classes (see the discussion on paragraph 2.5.1, 2.5.2. and 2.5.3. above) were implemented in this paragraph and a footnote was added which explained, that “The component Class L and / or Class H is / are only allowed to be used in combinations with other(s) which at least emit(s) the ”Normal level”.
The Group agreed on the new wording of paragraph 14.7. The document has been uploaded as TFRWS-23-03 Rev.1.

Paragraph 2.7.
The Group discussed the items mentioned in this paragraph. Most of them were still left over from the ”copy and paste” exercise from UN Regulation No.28 to this new Regulation.
The Group agreed to propose the following for paragraph 2.7.:
2.7.		"Type of audible reverse warning device" means audible reverse warning devices not differing essentially from each other with respect to such matters as:
2.7.1.	Trade name or mark;
2.7.2.	Basic designation
2.7.2.1	Principle of audible reverse warning device (non-self-adjusting, or self-adjusting, or step-wise self-adjusting)
2.7.2.2	Principle of sound (tonal sound, broad band sound, one-third octave band sound)
All other paragraphs, as shown in TFRWS-23-02, were deleted. The Experts from Denso and Grewus supported this proposal.
Due to the fact, that the meeting time was running out, the Group agreed to meet again on 2nd of July 2021 to continue the discussion on TFRWS-23-02. In the meantime OICA will try to implement into this document the following documents TFRWS-23-05, TFRWS-23-06,  TFRWS-23-07 and TFRWS-23-08. This new document will be uploaded as TFRWS-24-02 as soon as it is available. All Experts are asked to study these three documents in advance, to be prepared for the coming discussion at the 24th meeting of this Task Force.
· Prepare the Working document to be submitted to 74th session of GRBP

After having evaluated the today’s meeting the Group came to the conclusion, that the proposed Draft for the new Regulation is not ready to be transformed into a Working document to be submitted to the 74th session of GRBP at the latest on 23rd of June 2021. At least one more meeting is needed to finalize the Draft. The Group agreed to meet again on 2nd of July and if needed also on 7th of July 2021. If the 7th of July would be too late for submitting the Working document, the Group agreed to prepare an Informal document for the 74th session of GRBP. The Secretary will take contact with the Secretary of GRBP to clarify this issue. 
v. Date and place of the next two meetings
24th meeting of TF on RWS issues: 
Friday 2nd July 2021 from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm CET

25th meeting of TF on RWS issues: 
Wednesday 7th July 2021 from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm CET
vi. Other Business
None 
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