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Meeting Minutes – STCBC 8th Meeting – 10 November 2021 

1) Welcome & Meeting Arrangements
Marta outlined the aims of this meeting:
· Present status document
· Discuss last meeting’s actions
· Discuss presentation for GRSP in December 

2) Adoption of minutes from last meeting STCBC 7th 
Michael: Item 4, vehicle mass should be 3.5 tons not 3
“Michael: only influence on M2 lower than 3 3.5 tuns i.e. closer to passenger cars, not for other vehicles. Changes proposed are targeted to M1. 
Michael no need to discuss like our main focus is M2 and M3, with M2 above 3 3.5 T.”

3) Adoption of the agenda 
CLEPA comments (8c.) added to meeting agenda.

4) Update on STCBC decisions regarding European Commission Proposal & Update on GRSG
Marta presented document STCBC-08-02. 
The document contains the terms of reference, objectives and focus for the group. 
The document also contains a record of the decisions made by the group to date, including a reference to when the decision was made.
Open questions are also listed, these include:
· How to test?
· Test 2pt or 3pt belt, 
· Define Test Bench
· Impact with the front seat, Energy Absorption test?
· Installation of CRS in buses to find incompatibilities, 
· Occupant scenarios
  Marta asked the group to provide any other open questions to be included in the document going forward:  
· Ronald suggested adding Built-in systems 
· Group encouraged to provide further questions for the document 
Luis requested that it is made clear in the document that a CRS used in buses must have R129 approval and approval to this new regulation. 

Rudolf: Is it decided that older children need to use a R129 child restraint or would a 3pt seat belt be sufficient?
Document updated to include “if a CRS is needed then it will need to be approved to R129”.  

Pascale: Will this be a new regulation?
Marta: Yes - New UN Regulation: Safer Transport of children in Buses in Coaches

a. Review of EU commission’s study on crash pulses (all).  Marta to come back on the type of vehicles to be considered from the minutes from all previous meetings. STCBC-08-02
Marta confirmed that Phase 1 would only focus on Class B and III, later in Phase II we will deal other classes.

b. Update from last GRSG (Rudolf) 
Rudolf sent an update presentation to GRSG but has not received any feedback.
Rudolf to check with GRSG for feedback 

5) Actions from last meeting 
a. Ask operators about the occupation scenario for long travels and school travels. Sagar to send a summary of the study he presented last time. 
Sagar was not at the meeting.
Action: Marta to ask Sagar to share the summary of the study.
b. Contact local German operator association about the occupation scenario (Michael)  
No progress made, need to liaise with Sagar. 

c. Meeting on CRS installation with operators (Farid)
No progress made.
Farid and Marta: To contact with operators for the next meeting.

6) Definition of key elements of the regulation
a. Carry out the installation of ISO/Fixtures in M3 vehicles (Michael & other manufacturers) incl. the row behind the driver
Pascale presented work carried out by OICA (STCBC-08-03)
Installation of the booster fixture ISO/B2 in M3 vehicle. The fixture was installed with ISOFIX (worst case)
· In front of a table 114 mm extra space is required
· In second seat row 60 mm extra space is required 
Michael: Interactions found with ISO/B2 and side wall in upper tier of double decker buses  
Hasan found a collision with ISO/B2 fixture in lower gangway of M3 vehicles
Hasan also highlighted a question for built-in CRS - How much space should there be between built-in seats that create occupants that face each other such as Sitsafe? 
b. Installation of R129 CRSs into a bus. Any other voluntary contribution in addition to IDIADA’s 
No new work
Action: Michael & TUV plan to check R129 gabarits in M3 vehicles of classes II & III – Result for next meeting
Next meeting to be face to face, plan to include bus & coach operators.

c. Dynamic Tests with 3-point belt system. Any other voluntary contribution? 
No new work.

d. Built-in systems: Look for other systems in EU (All). 
i. www.imminet.com/products/safeguard/ics/ (Gonzalo Casas)
ii. www.nmisafety.com/product/sitsafe-combined-child-adult-seat/
Marta: We may have space problems with rearward facing built-in systems. Forward facing systems should be ok.
Gonzalo: The safeguard system needs a similar spacing to existing buses, so seat rows would not be lost 

7) Confirmation of tasks & responsibility 
· Marta requests CLEPA & OICA work together to resolve how the compatibility of child restraints could be achieved. Current suggestions include; vehicle lists or a new fixture.   

· Marta requested that the group reviews the progress document STCBC-08-02 and the CLEPA comments (8c.) so they can be discussed at the next meeting.


8) AOB 
a. Report to GRSP 70th session 
Marta presented STCBC IWG progress report for GRSP.
The IWG’s mandate will need to be extended as original timeline will not be reached. A number of reasons including COVID, has delayed the group’s progress. Marta would like the group to only focus on the key points identified as needing to be resolved from now on to speed up progress.
The presentation for GRSP lists the decisions made to date; vehicles in scope, test dummies; test pulse.
The presentation summaries the compatibility study work, both with ISO volumes in vehicles and a selection of different child restraints in a M3 vehicle. Examples of possible interferences are shown. However, these may not be valid for all vehicles in the market.
Summary of the test work conducted by IDIADA is also included

Dinos: Need to add “drafting regulation” into next steps
Marta/Marianne: Add “Defining requirements, developing test procedures, developing test bench”

Pascale: What will the test bench be?
Marta: A generic test bench, representing a bus seat, rather than a M1 vehicle (R129 test bench). Need to consider the flexibility of the bus seat backrest, especially with a seat belt built into a seat back. Marta would like a Task Force, including seat manufacturers experts to look into this topic.
Dinos: A flexible seat back may not be required, as seat back flex is not considered when testing child restraints for M1 vehicles.

Michael: Should make it clear what we would like to learn from bus & coach operators.
Marta: To check compatibility with CRS & vehicles and learn from each other.

b. Extending STCBC mandate in relation to the availability of the draft regulation
An extension to the original timeline will be required (See 8a.)

c. CLEPA comments
i. The vehicle regulations can’t be changed; therefore, we have in the IWG to concentrate on defining the test procedure to quality CRSs for use in buses/coaches and start drafting the regulation
ii. For the test procedure there is a need to discuss: the test bench (R107?), the pulse R80 is agreed, for belt attach restraints do we test with 2pts and/or 3pts belts, dummies are agreed (Q dummies) and injury criteria could be R129
iii. Occupancy scenario: that’s an open question but again we can’t change the regulation in the vehicle M2 and M3

The CLEPA comments were not discussed during the meeting however one point was clarified: 
Pascale: are ISOFIX included in the scope?
Marta: ISOFIX are included, but how to test belt attached CRS has not been decided.
The CLEPA comments will be discussed at the next meeting.

9) Next meeting
Plan to have a face to face 2-day meeting in first quarter, February/March 2022.
Provisional dates 1st-3rd March. Date to be finalised when availability of operators is determined
Plan B: face to face meeting only with IWG
Plan C: Online meeting (COVID)
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