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1.
History and objectives

At the 7th meeting of the informal group on the International Whole Vehicle Type Approval (IG IWVTA) Germany has expressed the idea to guide the IWVTA process with an installation of a permanent working group after the adoption of UN-R0. The task of the group should be to manage and administer the procedure, to ensure a certain level of quality of UN-R0 approvals, to serve as a forum for exchange of information and as a platform to prepare the IWVTA related documents for the Administrative Committee of the 1958 Agreement (WP.29/AC.1). Such proposal was presented at the 9th meeting of the informal group on IWVTA (document IWVTA-09-06).
Germany sees the necessity of such an instrument to solve issues related to the process of the further development of an international whole vehicle type approval procedure. Not only, but especially at the beginning of this process there will be the need to clearly align the way of the procedure being applied for granting approvals in the different regions of the Contracting Parties of the 1958 Agreement. As a communication platform the group could also help to discuss and to settle general items that may arise during this process.

For the management and administration of the IWVTA system it is proposed to install an informal group. As the IWVTA procedure is linked to the type approval procedure under the 1958 Agreement Germany proposes to link this informal group as a permanent administrative body for the IWVTA directly to WP.29/AC.1 to cover the necessary items in an adequate manner.
The idea is to create an informal group not only for the preparation of the documentation for discussion and decision at the WP.29/AC.1 related to the IWVTA process, but also to give the opportunity to type approval authorities to join this group for clarifying open items. This would mean that the informal group would cover all administrative and technical issues related to the IWVTA process, while the technical aspects of UN regulations added to UN-R0 will be dealt within the GRs. The main tasks to be covered would be:
· Further development of UN R0 and related issues,

· Clarify interpretations of the IWVTA process,

· Clarify interpretations of IWVTA approvals,

· Prepare and submit proposals for amendments of UN R0 to WP.29/AC.1

· Management of technical and administrative issues of the Database for the Exchange of Type Approval Data (DETA).

As the German position is to have a documentation system like DETA installed as part of a quality assurance for the process of an international whole vehicle type approval, the informal group could also cover the management of the DETA system. Regarding DETA the technical and organizational aspects are permanent tasks in future.
With regard to the schedule, the informal group should be installed at least at the point of time of the finalization of the work of the informal group UN-R0. This would give enough time, experience and knowledge about the future process of the IWVTA system to clearly define the terms of references of the permanent informal group.

2.
Rules of Procedure
a) The Informal Group Administration of the International Whole Vehicle Type Approval System and the Exchange of Type Approval Data (IG AID) is a sub-group of the Administrative Committee of the 1958 Agreement (WP.29/AC.1) and is open to all Contracting Parties and Non-Governmental Organisations to the 1958 Agreement.

b) The informal group will be managed by a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson and a Secretary.
c) At the last session of the year, the informal group shall elect from the representatives of participants a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson, who shall take office at the start of the first session of the following year.

d) The official language of the informal group will be English.

e) Sessions shall be held in public in agreement with the majority of the participants. 

f) All documents must be submitted to the Secretary of the group in a suitable electronic format and will be posted on the UN/ECE website in advance of the meetings by the Secretary of the group.

g) A provisional agenda shall be drawn up by the secretary of the group in consultation with the Chairperson and/or Vice-Chairperson of the group.

h) The group may postpone discussing any item or proposal which has not been circulated 5 working days in advance of the scheduled meeting.

i) The first item upon the provisional agenda for each session shall be the adoption of the agenda.

j) The second item upon the provisional agenda for each session will be the discussion, matters arising and adoption of the minutes of the previous session.

k) Decisions and proposals of the group shall be reached by consensus. When consensus cannot be reached, the Chairman of the group shall present the different points of view to WP.29/AC.1. The Chairman may seek guidance from WP.29/AC.1 as appropriate.

l) The Secretary of the group will aim to distribute the meeting minutes to the members of the informal group within 15 working days after the meeting of the group. 

3.
Terms of Reference

The Informal Group Administration of the International Whole Vehicle Type Approval System and the Exchange of Type Approval Data (IG AID) shall:

a) Administer and foster the development of UN-Regulation no. 0 and the International Whole Vehicle Type Approval System.

b) Clarify open issues and questions related to the process and procedure of the International Whole Vehicle Type Approval System.
c) Discuss and solve interpretations of approvals granted according to the UN-Regulation no. 0.
d) Prepare and submit proposals to WP.29/AC.1 on items b) and c) [, if necessary].

e) Prepare and submit proposals for amendments of UN-Regulation no. 0 to WP.29/AC.1.
f) Prepare and submit proposals to WP.29/AC.1 for the guidance of the subsidiary bodies of WP.29 on issues related to the International Whole Vehicle Type Approval System

g) Incorporate proposals from subsidiary bodies of WP.29 on the inclusion of new UN-Regulation(s) or amended UN-Regulation(s) in UN-Regulation no. 0 and submit it as proposal to WP.29/AC.1.
h) Administer and foster the development of the Database for the Exchange of Type Approval Data (DETA)

i) Clarify open issues related to technical, organisational and administrative provisions of the DETA system.
j) Prepare and submit proposals and information to WP.29/AC.1 on items h) and i).

k) Ensure openness and transparency during the sessions and in informing WP.29/AC.1.

These Terms of Reference and Rules of Procedure apply to IG AID and do neither modify the provisions of the 1958 Agreement nor the Terms of Reference and Rules of Procedure of the World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29). 
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