R55 informal group
[bookmark: _GoBack]Item 7 – Requirement of a brake away cable also for drawbar-couplings. 

Background:
The current proposal is the following:
In R55, Add new paragraph 4.8.
4.8	Manufacturers of towing brackets or drawbeams intended to tow trailers up to 3,5t shall incorporate attachment points to which either secondary couplings or devices necessary to enable the trailer to be stopped automatically in the event of separation of the main coupling, may be attached. This requirement is necessary to enable the vehicle to comply with the requirements of paragraph 5.2.2.9. of UNECE Regulation No. 13 – Uniform Provisions concerning the approval of vehicles of categories M, N and O with regard to braking.
4.8.1.
1.5.1. The attachment points for a secondary coupling and/or breakaway cable shall be positioned such that when in use, the secondary coupling or breakaway cable does not restrict the normal articulation of the coupling or interfere with the normal inertia braking system operation. A single attachment point shall be positioned within 100 mm of a vertical plane passing through the centre of articulation of the coupling. If this is not practicable, two attachment points shall be provided, one on each side of the vertical centre line and equidistant from the centre line by a maximum of 250 mm. The attachment point(s) shall be as rearward and as high as practicable.
Renumber actual 4.8. to 4.9.
Annex 5 delete paragraph 1.5 and 1.5.1.
Justification: 
Inertia braked trailers up to 3,5 t are not only equipped with coupling  heads class but also with drawbar eyes class S (38 mm, 40 mm, and others). This can be found especially in combination with light trucks for commercial use as so also for the relating drawbar-couplings (class s) must be requested the possibility to fix a brake away cable.
Item 4.7. deals with both drawbeams for class A50 and for class s drawbar couplings
So the requirement on fixings for brake away cables and secondary coupling is no more a specific requirement to A50-X class

Comments from the experts of France :

These requirements complete the already existing requirements mentioned in the French road rules. In so far as these prescriptions improve the safety we can support them. On the other hand, considering that some coupling devices which are mounted on the towing brackets or drawbeams have already these attachment points, we suggest to rewording the proposal to take them into account and to avoid creating confusion for the users during the installation due to the location of multiple attachment points.

The new proposal is the following:
In R55, Add new paragraph 4.8.
4.8	Manufacturers of Towing brackets / or drawbeams  or alternatively (*) the components fitted on intended to tow trailers up to 3,5t shall incorporate attachment points as defined in § 4.8.1 to which either secondary couplings or devices necessary to enable the trailer to be guided and/or stopped automatically in the event of separation of the main coupling, may be attached.  The installation and operating instructions specified in 4.6 shall include all the information for using correctly these attachment points. [This requirement is necessary to enable the vehicle to comply with the requirements of paragraph 5.2.2.9. of UNECE Regulation No. 13 – Uniform Provisions concerning the approval of vehicles of categories M, N and O with regard to braking].
(*): only when the manufacturer provides the both devices together. 
4.8.1.
1.5.1. The attachment points for a secondary coupling and/or breakaway cable shall be positioned such that when in use, the secondary coupling or breakaway cable does not restrict the normal articulation of the coupling or interfere with the normal inertia braking system operation. A single attachment point shall be positioned within [100 mm] of a vertical plane passing through the centre of articulation of the coupling. If this is not practicable, two attachment points shall be provided, one on each side of the vertical centre line and equidistant from the centre line by a maximum of [250 mm]. The attachment point(s) shall be as rearward and as high as practicable.
Renumber actual 4.8. to 4.9.
Annex 5 delete paragraph 1.5 and 1.5.1.

In addition the definition of the secondary coupling device has to be amended for including others coupling devices.
2.16. "Secondary coupling device"
means a chain, wire rope, etc., fitted to a Class B coupling head as defined in paragraph 2.6.2., class L or S drawbar eyes  capable in the event of separation of the main coupling, of ensuring that the trailer remains connected to the towing vehicle and that there is some residual steering action.
	
