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Working of the DETA application.
The principle of the DETA system is given in the draft revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement (document ECE/TRANS/WP.29/2014/53). For the application of DETA the following parts of the text are relevant:
1. Article 1(2) under (d) reads:
(d)	Conditions for granting type approval and their reciprocal recognition including administrative provisions, any approval markings and conditions for ensuring conformity of production;

The addition of “administrative provisions” creates the basis for the use of the type approval procedures, harmonised numbering system and the circulation of type-approval documentation including the use of DETA.

2. Article 1(2), last sentence reads:
“This Agreement also includes Schedules of Administrative and Procedural Provisions applicable to all UN Regulations annexed to this Agreement and to all Contracting Parties applying one or more UN Regulations.”

This sentence clarifies that the Schedules are an integrated part of the 1958 Agreement and that provisions have to be applied for type approval purposes. 

3. Article 2(3) reads:
“The type approvals, approval markings and identifiers for the types of wheeled vehicles, equipment and parts shall be specified in the UN Regulation and granted in accordance with the procedures set out in Schedules 3 to 5 annexed to this Agreement.”

This provision clarifies that for type approval purposes the provisions of Schedules 3 to 5 apply, where Schedule 5 regulates the circulation of documentation.

4. Schedule 5
This schedule gives the details for the circulation of type-approval documentation, which can be done by means of paper copies, email distribution or using the secure internet database established by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (DETA). In case DETA is used the documentation specified in the individual regulation shall be uploaded and the approval marking may be replaced by a Unique Identifier, generated by the DETA system. Individual regulation may have provisions to exclude the use of the Unique Identifier (maybe for child restraints). The information on DETA will be accessible for the Contracting Parties using the Unique Identifier. Finally Schedule 5 gives the possibility that a UN regulation obligates  the use of DETA, like Regulation 0 might do.


Common understanding
For a correct functioning of the DETA system it is important that there is a common understanding whether the manufacturer is free to choose for using DETA and the Unique Identifier. The approach of the informal group on DETA was that the manufacturer is free to have his approvals uploaded to the DETA server and to use the Unique Identifier  unless the individual approval specifies it otherwise. The following situations are possible:
1.	Where an individual regulation obligates the use of DETA the situation is clear; a Unique Identifier will be allocated to the product, the approval has to be uploaded to the DETA server and the Identifier may replace the approval marking. 
2.	Where the replacement of the approval marking by a UI is not appropriate article 1(2) under (d) requires that the relevant regulation specifies so in its administrative provision; in the case manufacturer requires the approval to be uploaded to DETA a Unique Identifier will be allocated to the product, the approval shall/may be uploaded  but the administrative provisions of that regulation shall explicitly forbid the replacement of the approval marking by the Unique Identifier.  .  
3.	In the absence of any specification, the distribution of type-approval documentation may be done through paper copies, email or the combination of uploading the approval documentation on the DETA server and the possibility to replace the approval marking by the Unique Identifier. 


In case the understanding above is correct, then it should be communicated that:
- this common understanding might be clarified in the draft revision 2 of document ECE/TRANS/WP.29/1044/Rev.2 that is under discussion in subgroup SG58 of the informal group on IWVTA,
- some subsidiary bodies of WP.29 might to make proposals for the exclusion of the replacement of approval markings by the Unique Identifier and
- some subsidiary bodies of WP.29 might to make proposals for the mandatory use of DETA. 
A proposal for amending guidance document 1044 could be:
Insert a new section VIII reading:
“VII	Circulation of type approval documentation, use of the secure internet database and use of a Unique Identifier
44.	When drafting a new UN regulation or an amendment of a UN regulation the subsidiary bodies of WP.29 shall bear in mind the general principle that the distribution of type approval documentation can be performed by using the secure internet database  established by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and that, in principle, the approval marking may be replaced by a Unique Identifier, generated by that database application. The subsidiary bodies shall make a reference to Schedule 5 of  revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement and specify, if applicable,  whether:
(a)  the circulation of type approval documentation has to or may be performed by using the secure internet database and 
(b) the approval marking may be or may not be replaced by a Unique Identifier .
In the absence of such specification and where the approval documentation is stored on the secure internet database the approval markings required by UN regulations may be replaced by the Unique Identifier”

After agreement the proposal above by DETA it  shall be forwarded to the informal group on IWVTA. 
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