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UNECE GRSP IWG Equitable Occupant Protection (EqOP) 

Task Force 2 – Rear-end impact 
 

Draft minutes of the seventh meeting. 

On-line meeting, March 20, 2025. 

32 participants. 

 

 

Adoption of the agenda 

Adopted, with a change of item order. 

 

Approval the minutes from last meeting 

Approved. 

 

Discussion on requirements about how to avoid wrong adjustment of headrests 

The chair referred to the previous meeting where the CLEPA expert noted that headrest 

maladjustment could explain a portion of whiplash cases. The NL expert mentioned 

integrated or automatic headrests as options to prioritize safety over comfort. The OICA 

expert stated that fixed headrests should not be regulated being a technical solution. The 

participants agreed to the importance of correct headrest adjustment. Participants agreed to 

focus on real-life data and studies on adjustment relevance. The OICA expert requested a 

workshop to consider the complete seating system and refocus performance. The chair 

supported this and emphasized the need for proposals before planning the next workshop. 

 

Discussion on requirements on test procedures to avoid suboptimization 

The Technical Expert of NL noted that during type-approval, the TS sometimes selects a 

"worst case," which implies a low risk of suboptimization. However, once test requirements 

are set, optimization for those specific requirements becomes common. An example is the 

headrest displacement test. The discussion was adjourned by the chair. 

 

Review of draft Decision List 

The secretary introduced the list. The Technical Expert from OICA expressed a general 

support but requested time to review it in detail and have a chance to provide feedback. 

Decision list will be circulated, up for discussion in the next IWG meeting, and expected to be 

checked by participants. 

 

Confirmation of consensus on any action items  

Continue discussions on the following topics in the next meeting: 

• System performance (seatback and headrest together). 

• How to avoid maladjustment and related research. 

• How to avoid suboptimization. 

Plan the next workshop when we have come further regarding proposals. 

Decision list will be circulated and expected to be checked by participants. 

 

Next meeting 

Date TBD. 


