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DETA-25-07e

During the DETA 24th session there was a different understanding on the application of the Unique Identifier (UI). 
Clarification was requested for the following issues:

1. Does the UI apply to a product or to a type-approval?
2. In case the UI applies to a product, is it then possible that multiple variants of a product, physically identical but not sharing all the type-approvals numbers, receive the same UI?
Example by a combined lamp unit, different variants for different markets, the units physically identical:
Variant 1: rear lamp, direction indicator and reflector

      E4-7R-1234, E4-6R-1234, E4-3R-1234
Variant 2: rear lamp, direction indicator



      E4-7R-1234, E4-6R-1234
Variant 3: rear lamp, alternative direction indicator and reflector  E4-7R-1234, E4-6R-5678, E4-3R-1234
This had been further discussed during SG58-19. The group confirmed:

1. The UI applies to a product.
Example: a combined lamp unit of a rear lamp, direction indicator and reflector with three type-approval numbers E4-7R-1234, E4-6R-1234, E4-3R-1234 may receive one UI.
2. A product shall not consist of variants not having all the type-approval numbers in common.
Example: variant 1, variant 2 and variant 3 above will receive three different UI’s.
Different products with different UI’s may incorporate the same type-approved part or equipment.
Example:
Product 1, UI-1234567: E4-7R-1234, E4-6R-1234
Product 2, UI-2345678: E4-7R-1234, E4-6R-5678
As discussed during SG58-19, this should be clarified in the guidelines. The next pages indicate a proposal hereto.

Also, as agreed during SG58-18, the UI should consist (as a first step) of 7 digits. This had not yet been reflected in the guidelines. The next pages indicate a proposal hereto.
“VIII
Circulation of type approval documentation, use of the secure internet database and use of a Unique Identifier

44.

When drafting a new UN Regulation or an amendment of a UN regulation the subsidiary bodies of WP.29 shall bear in mind the general principle that the distribution of type approval documentation can be performed by using the secure internet database established by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and that, in principle, the approval marking may be replaced by a 7-digit Unique Identifier, generated by that database application. The subsidiary bodies shall make a reference to Schedule 5 of revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement and may specify; 
(a) 
that the circulation of type approval documentation has to be 


performed by using the secure internet database and / or 
(b) 
that the approval marking may not be replaced by a Unique 


Identifier.
In the absence of such specification and where the approval documentation is stored on the secure internet database the approval markings required by UN Regulations may be replaced by the Unique Identifier.

To be consistent throughout the UN Regulations, the following text is suggested to be included in the chapter “Approval” of the UN Regulation,

for case (a) above: “Notice of approval or of extension, refusal or withdrawal of approval of a vehicle type pursuant to this Regulation shall be communicated by means of a secure internet database in accordance with Schedule 5 of the 1958 Agreement to the Contracting Parties applying this Regulation, using the communication form conforming to the model in Annex ..”

for case (b) above: “The approval mark prescribed in paragraph …. above may not be replaced by a Unique Identifier (UI) as referred to in Schedule 5 of the 1958 Agreement.”

In case the Unique Identifier may replace the approval marking a template shall be added to the chapter “Arrangement of the type approval marking”, following:


“type approval marking using the Unique Identifier referred to 

in paragraph .. of this Regulation


The above Unique Identifier affixed to a vehicle shows that the .... type concerned has been approved and that the relevant information on that type approval can be accessed on the UN secure internet database by using 2706501 as Unique Identifier.”

Finally, tThe subsidiary bodies of WP.29 may consider to include clarification that, in case the Unique Identifier replaces the approval mark, all provisions with regard to the legibility, location of the marking on the product, etc., also applies to the Unique Identifier.

Finally it is to be clarified that the Unique Identifier appertains to a product. That product may incorporate multiple type-approved parts or equipment (e.g. in the case of lighting units and tyres). The single Unique Identifier then replaces the multiple approval markings of the parts or equipment incorporated in that product.
Different products with different Unique Identifiers may incorporate the same type-approved parts or equipment.
All variants of a product shall have all the type-approval numbers in common.
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