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Document Reference |ADS-14-20 Date 8 October 2025

Agendaitem | 5.9. SMS requirements

Proposed by (affiliation only—no personal information)
SAE

Summary of Change (25 words or less)

Remove requirement for accreditation

Reason for Change (Justification)

Of all the references to industry standards in the regulation, this appears to be the only one that requires
accreditation concerning an industry standard rather than showing the standards as an example (“e.g.”) of an
acceptable process. In fact, the standard (ISO 9001 and its auto equivalent of IATF 16949) is mentioned several
times in the regulation but only this one instance appears to require “accreditation.” Although accreditation under
these standards may be desirable and in some cases may be the optimal way to demonstrate compliance with the
relevant regulatory requirement, the conclusion prior to this has been that these references are examples, not flat
requirements to meet all aspects of or obtain accreditation for particular industry standards. If a manufacturer can
demonstrate substantial compliance with the principles of the industry standard that should suffice to service the
purposes of the regulatory provision. Otherwise, type approval of a perfectly acceptable ADS could be delayed
for a considerable period while awaiting actual accreditation from a qualified third party.

Location |5.1.7.1 and 7.1.7.1

Original text

7.1.7.1. The manufacturer shall establish and document the production process in the SMS. This
documentation shall cover, at least, the following aspects:
(a) Quality Management System accreditation (e.g., IATF 16949 or ISO 9001), and

Revised text

7.1.7.1. The manufacturer shall establish and document the production process in the SMS. This
documentation shall cover, at least, the following aspects:
(a) A Quality Management System accreditation process (e.g., IATF 16949 or ISO 9001), and




