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Use of DETA in 1958 Agreement
Article 2

Each Contracting Party applying Regulations largely through type approval shall grant the type approvals and approval markings described in any Regulation for the types of wheeled vehicles, equipment or parts covered by the Regulation, provided that it has the technical competence and is satisfied with the arrangements for ensuring conformity of the product with the approved type as set out in Appendix 2. Each Contracting Party applying a Regulation through type approval shall refuse the type approvals and approval markings covered by the Regulation if the above-mentioned conditions are not complied with. Regulations may permit the type approval markings to be replaced by a Unique Identifier (UI) in accordance with Appendix X.
Article 5

The competent authorities of each Contracting Party applying Regulations through type approval shall send monthly to the competent authorities of the other Contracting Parties a list of the wheeled vehicle, equipment or parts, approvals of which it has refused to grant or has withdrawn during that month; in addition, on receiving a request from the competent authority of another Contracting Party applying a Regulation through type approval, it shall send forthwith to that competent authority a copy of all relevant information on which it based its decision to grant, refuse to grant, or to withdraw an approval of a wheeled vehicle, equipment or parts to that Regulation. The paper copy may be replaced by an electronic file in accordance with Appendix X.

Appendix X (The Placeholder)

Where an Approval Authority is required to or is requested to provide a copy of an approval and its attachments it may send the documents as paper copies or in electronic form. The Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe may establish a secure internet database to store and facilitate circulation of electronic copies of approvals. Regulations annexed to this Agreement may require the circulation of electronic copies where necessary for the efficient operation of the approval process. 
Documents stored on a secure internet database should consist of at least the documents specified in each Regulation for the purpose of communicating to Contracting Parties notice of approval or of extension or refusal or withdrawal of approval or production definitely discontinued of a type of device pursuant to the Regulation.
If the approvals applicable to a device are stored on a secure internet database established by the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe then the approval markings required by Regulations for that device may be replaced by a Unique Identifier (UI) that is generated by the database, where this is permitted by the Regulations. The database will supply information on the approvals applicable to the device by reference to the UI.
Justification

It is common practice for Approval Authorities to store approval documents electronically and, if a copy of an approval is requested, it is usual to send an electronic copy by email. With the development of a whole vehicle approval process under the 1958 Agreement (IWVTA) the timely circulation of IWVTA approval documents will be crucial to ensure prompt acceptance of vehicles for registration in Contracting Parties that recognise IWVTA. A database of whole vehicle approvals is established in the EU and a similar UN database would offer significant efficiencies in circulating IWVTAs between Contracting Party Approval Authorities. The DETA Group has developed the concept for such a database.
A simple provision to allow circulation of electronic copies is added to Article 5. Detailed provisions, including the possibility of a database, will sit better in Appendix X (the Placeholder) rather than in the Articles. 
The DETA group has developed the concept of the Unique Identifier (UI) in order to offer the possibility of simplifying the current approval marking requirements, particularly on lamps. Instead of the current complex markings the UI will be marked on the device and will give access to the copies of the approvals for the device that are stored on the database. The UI can be generated automatically by the database. Provision for the use of the UI is added to Article 2.
