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Privacy at the international level 

United Nations  

Privacy is a human right, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The resolution 68/167 is 

specific about the right to privacy in the digital age.  

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development  

OECD developed guidelines on the protection of privacy and trans-border data flows. (voluntary 

basis).  

OECD Guidelines on the Protection of Privacy and Trans-border Flows of Personal Data 1980  

Council of Europe  

Like the United Nations, the Council of Europe drafted several agreements to advance citizens' 

privacy rights as part of a broader commitment to cooperation and the development of human rights 

and fundamental freedoms.  

Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic Processing of Personal Data 

1980  

Additional Protocol to the Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic 

Processing of Personal Data regarding supervisory authorities and trans-border data flows 2001  

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation  

On voluntary basis:  

APEC Privacy Framework 2004  

European Data Protection Directive  

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/  

There is a Art. 29 Working Party, also referred to as WP.29: http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-

protection/article-29/index_en.htm  

International Conference of Data Protection and Privacy Commissioners  

Each year the International Conference of Data Protection and Privacy Commissioners brings 

together the highest authorities and institutions guaranteeing data protection and privacy, as well as 

experts in the field from every continent.  

https://ccdcoe.org/sites/default/files/documents/UN-131218-RightToPrivacy.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/sti/ieconomy/oecdguidelinesontheprotectionofprivacyandtransborderflowsofpersonaldata.htm
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/EN/Treaties/Html/108.htm
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/EN/Treaties/Html/108.htm
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/EN/Treaties/Html/181.htm
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/EN/Treaties/Html/181.htm
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:a_IcPYF6xQEJ:www.nacpec.org/docs/APEC_Privacy_Framework.pdf+&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESjnL821_Gyts2wMAaRKhMbtKGSNYMJIdspQt1gwhNGPGgLscVR9fI7likwocRkWlipWdsKVc8KFwKhc3DQjcv8T_XDARI_1QMX0pYd4O1k1kpvrYiaTWa7yxlbf1Gve5SBkY1q7&sig=AHIEtbSQndXepN2qgvFgU7za_p5NC7052g
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/article-29/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/article-29/index_en.htm
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34th International Conference of Privacy and Data Protection Commissioners  

Others  

Article 12 The Universal Declaration on Human Rights 1948  

Article 17 The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1966  

Article 16 The Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989  

E/CN.4/1990/72: Guidelines for the regulation of computerized personal data files 1990  

Article 8 Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 1950  

Council of Europe: Recommendations and resolutions of the Committee of Ministers  

Council of Europe: Recommendation No.R(99) 5 for the protection of privacy on the Internet 1999  

OECD Guidance on Policy and Practice: Privacy Online (book)  

OECD Guidelines on Cross-Border Privacy Law Enforcement 2006-ongoing  

OECD Guidelines for the Security of Information Systems and Networks: Towards a Culture of Security 

2002  

Article 18 The Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam 1990  

Article 4.3 Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression in Africa 2002  

Article 5 American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man  
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http://www.privacyconference2012.org/english/home/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/crc.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/45/a45r095.htm
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/html/005.htm
http://www.coe.int/t/cm/adoptedtexts_en.asp
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=407311&Site=CM
http://books.google.com/books/about/Privacy_Online.html?id=zW3dYG_RWYkC
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:tOOc_yJ4AaoJ:www.oecd.org/dataoecd/17/43/37558845.pdf+&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESiPXw0MIFnHESVz8_zGz3n0QWhiPXw0GtumxKhtmErUudQnepLxa9rmNOvDIpI07DZ4kEu12WeMXBLrX9f0vVmIH3YIDpVi7AlEDGGozE9mXAEcqABC4lGQpDl74W6CEXY8MNFb&sig=AHIEtbQT4Yznfx4i91WnpZTImU1oUc8O6A
http://www.oecd.org/document/42/0,3746,en_2649_34223_15582250_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/42/0,3746,en_2649_34223_15582250_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/cairodeclaration.html
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/achpr/expressionfreedomdec.html
http://www.hrcr.org/docs/OAS_Declaration/oasrights3.html
mailto:jean.rodriguez@unece.org

