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 Vehicle Type Approval, Registration and Use on UK Roads 

Vehicles can meet either EC or National Type Approval 
standards 

 

Meeting EC regulations mean vehicles can be sold, 
registered and operated throughout the EU 

 

Meeting National regulations mean vehicles can be sold 
and registered in that country only 

 

To-date, HDDF vehicles have only had National Approvals 
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 UK Vehicle National regulations 

Road Traffic Act 1988 – Construction and Use 

 

Section 44 – Authorisation and use on roads of 
special vehicles 

 

• SI 2003 : 1998. Authorisation of Special Types, 
General Order. Schedule 12, - CNG vehicles 

 

• Vehicle Special Order (SVO) – LNG vehicles 
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Department for Transport  
Position on Whole Vehicle Type Approval 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 



 

Confidential and proprietary to Clean Air Power 

delivering lower operating costs & lower greenhouse gas emissions - today 
5 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

Department for Transport  
Position on Whole Vehicle Type Approval 
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 Notifiable Alterations - VTG 10 (finished 29th October) 

Registration in UK managed by VOSA – Vehicle Operation 
and Standards Agency 

 

Vehicle first registered as diesel only 

 

Conversion subsequently notified by VTG10 form plus brief 
details of conversion. VOSA have option to require 
inspection or testing 

 

Both CNG and LNG vehicles covered 

 

VOSA update Dept for Transport reference no. 
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 Notifiable Alterations - VTG 10 
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 WVTA introduction in UK 
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2 Routes for retrofits in the UK: 

For small volumes 
Vehicle Special Order 

UK specific 

Individual vehicles 

For Volumes <250/yr – National Small Series Type Approval 
(NSSTA) 

Nationally based 

Recognises R110 – vehicle inspected by VCA (Decision by VCA) 

Straight-forward for CNG – requires clarification for LNG until R110 
catches up 

OEM route for current Euro 5 HDDF 

Can be applied to other EU member states 

Probable route for future retro-fit systems that can be applied across 
the EU 

Should apply to all other EU member states 

 

 

 

Retrofit Regulations 
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LNG vehicles 

LNG parts not yet covered by ECE R110 

Chart LNG tanks designed to US DoT 4L. 

Approved under TPED – Transportable Pressure Equipment 
Directive.  

 

Rest of system components meet R110 

 

Vehicle except LNG tank approved under National Small Series 
Type Approval (NSSTA) 

Witness test – approval. 

 

LNG Tank covered by application to DfT (VCA) for Vehicle 
Special Order.  

Application by Owner/Operator for each vehicle.  

Gives exemption to UK C&U regulations to allow use on road. 
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UK Summary 

UK DfT approach appears to be not to put up unnecessary 
barriers to restrict technology adoption 

UK Government low carbon transport organisations have 
recognised HDDF as a prime route for Low Carbon HGVs 

CENEX 

Low Carbon Vehicle Partnership 

UK Technology Strategy Board have awarded significant funding 
(c.£10m) for fleet trials of mostly HDDF – retrofit and OEM 

Generally flexible approach so far with DfT and VCA coordinating a 
sensible approach through “uncharted waters” 

OEM & CAP have good long term relationship with VCA from early 
retrofit HDDF systems and component R110 approvals 

VCA are familiar with UK HDDF technology 
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