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)Summary of SRTT Validation Process

General
· SRTT production is done by the batch at periodic intervals throughout the year.  The build location is Michelin’s plant in Ardmore, Oklahoma.
· The norm is to target a build of 500 tires for each batch.

Validation of Tread Rubber
· Each time a build is scheduled, tread rubber is ordered from the Michelin semi-finished materials plant in South Carolina.
· Every order of SRTT tread rubber is tested at the semi-finished materials plant.
· Samples are also sent to Michelin’s Research Center in Greenville, SC for dynamic testing.
· Additional samples are sent to Smithers-Rapra for testing as outlined in the appropriate ASTM Standard (i.e., E1136 or F2493).
· When the mix is approved by internal and external testing it is authorized for use in the SRTT build.

Validation of Tire Quality and Performance
· After the SRTT build is complete, a random sample of 10 tires from the build is sent to Michelin’s Research Center for validation testing.
· The validation test plan protocol:
· 10 tires measured for tread depth, wear bar height, section width, overall diameter, tread width, tire weight and tread rubber Shore hardness
· 6 tires measured for footprint length, footprint width, void ratio, vertical stiffness and static loaded radius
· 1 tire tested for  plunger energy
· 1 tire tested for bead unseat
· 1 tire tested per Michelin high speed method
· 1 tire tested per FMVSS139 high speed method 
· 1 tire tested for FMVSS139 endurance
· 4 tires tested for 32 kph Wet Peak Mu and 64 kph Dry Peak Mu via traction trailer measurement
· The Peak Mu surveillance method uses a “moving window” approach specifying that 1 tire from each of the previous 4 batches is included in the test with the 4 tires from the new batch.
· SRTT batch builds are also subject to the same quality controls as all Michelin production tires.
· Finally, if all of these test results and quality control results are acceptable within specified limits, the SRTTs from the batch build are released for sale.

Additional Comments
· This validation process does not change when the year number of the E1136/F2493 ASTM Standard changes.
· The ASTM year number does not appear anywhere on the sidewall of the SRTTs.

