Transmitted by Technical Secretary                         　 document IWVTA-26-01-rev.1

Minutes of the 25th Session of the Informal Group on IWVTA

Date & Time: 10:00-17:00, November 10 (Friday), 2017
Venue: Room XI, Palais of Nations, Geneva
Participants: Co-Chair of IWVTA IWG (European Commission and Japan/JASIC), Germany, the Netherlands, the Russian Federation, Spain, UK, OICA, ETRTO, GTB, JASIC
Agenda item 1. Adoption of the agenda 
· The provisional agenda (doc. IWVTA-25-03-rev.1) was adopted without any modification.

Agenda item 2. Adoption of the reports of the 24th IWVTA Informal Group meeting
· The report of the 24th IWVTA Informal Group meeting (doc. IWVTA-25-01) was adopted without any modification.
Agenda item 3. Report from the 30th DETA IWG meeting
· The Chair of DETA IWG reported on the outcome of the 30th DETA IWG held on the previous day. Please refer to document DETA-31-02e.
· DETA IWG decided to prepare a Q&A document on DETA in order that Contracting Parties might have a clear understanding of DETA and support it.
Agenda item 4. Revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement
· UNECE Secretariat informed the Informal Group of the correction of typo in paragraph 2 of Article 13 bis of Revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement. The word “unless” in paragraph 2 was changed to the word “if”. (refer to E/ECE/TRANS/505/Rev.3 for the corrected paragraph)
· The representative of OICA explained its proposal to solve the inconsistency between type approval numbering system for IWVTA (stipulated in Annex 8 of UNR0) and that for other UN Regulations (stipulated in Schedule 4 of Revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement). Refer to document IWVTA-25-04. There were no negative comments on the proposal.
· The representative of the Russian Federation mentioned the necessity for more clear-cut explanation about type approval numbering procedure. For example, introduction of new supplements to the same version of a UN Regulation should have no effect on the four-digit sequential number in section 3 of Schedule 4, paragraph 3. He also proposed to consider the necessity of supplement numbers in section 2(b) to be included in type approval numbers. Refer to document IWVTA-25-08.
· The representative of ETRTO proposed to increase the number of characters in section 2(c) of paragraph 3, Schedule 4 from “one or two” to “up to six” because R117, for example, requires five characters indicating implementation stage of rolling noise, wet grip, and rolling resistance in section 2(c). Refer to document IWVTA-25-12-rev.1 and also WP.29-173-16.
· The representatives of OICA stated that the Informal Group should consider the necessity of supplement numbers in type approval numbers in the future.
· The representative of the Netherlands thought supplement numbers in type approval numbers might not be necessary under Revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement. He added Schedule 4 is important in that it would harmonize type approval numbering between various UN Regulations. He underlined that careful consideration should be needed in amending Schedule 4 because it would influence IT systems handling type approvals.
· UN Secretariat cautioned that type approval numbers stipulated in Schedule 4 and type approval marking stipulated in respective UN Regulations should not be mixed up.
· The Chair concluded that as an interim solution issues relating to type approval numbering should be addressed by Q&A document on Revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement because it might take a considerable amount of time to amend Schedule 4.
Agenda item 5. Documents submitted to the 173rd WP.29 session for consideration
1) General Guidelines for UN regulatory procedures and transitional provisions in UN Regulations
· The Informal Group agreed on the following course of action on the General Guidelines;
- submit documents (ECE/TRANS/WP.29/2017/107, Corr.1, and Add.1) which went through mega-decision process in EU to WP.29 at its 173rd session for consideration and possible voting.
- consider GRSG comments (GRSG-113-40) further in March 2018 and revise General Guidelines, if necessary.

- postpone publication of document ECE/TRANS/WP.29/1044/rev.2 until review of GRSG comments will be completed.
· The Informal Group agreed to delete paragraph 6.1 and remove all square brackets in documents (ECE/TRANS/WP.29/2017/107, Corr.1, and Add.1) and keep the proposed text. (The Russian Federation, UK, and OICA modestly preferred to keep paragraph 6.1. However, UNECE Secretariat took a strong position to delete it because of concern for the potential abuse of paragraph 6.1. The Chair concluded to delete paragraph 6.1 suggesting re-opening the discussion in the future, if necessary.)
· The representative of OICA introduced document IWVTA-25-05 to raise concerns that the new rules for extensions to existing type approvals under paragraph 31(b) of the General Guidelines were developed after the most recent amendments to UN Regulations, which therefore obviously could not take into account these new rules. As a result, recently adopted supplements unexpectedly have a retroactive impact on some vehicle type approvals when they are extended. He proposed that that supplements to UN Regulations adopted by AC.1 at its March and June 2017 sessions should not be subject to paragraph 31(b) of the General Guidelines.
· The representative of EC replied that it would not be possible to come up with any countermeasures against this potential problem unless the extent and degree of the problem would be clearly and concretely identified.
· The representative of OICA stated that he would submit the same document to WP.29 (WP.29-173-14) hoping that any flexible interpretation of paragraph 31 of the General Guidelines would be recorded in the WP.29 report.
2) Revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement – Questions and Answers

· The representative of UK withdrew proposed amendments to Q&A 20 included in document IWVTA-25-10. 
· The representative of the Russian Federation stated that Q&A 21* added by France would not be necessary because the status of type approvals can be easily recognized by type approval number and document ECE/TRANS/WP.29/343.
*Note: Q&A21* recommends a clear reference in the communication form if a type approval is granted pursuant to a former version of a UN Regulation.
· The Informal Group considered a risk that such a reference might confuse Contracting Parties. For example, a type approval granted according to the latest version of a UN Regulation in a certain moment would eventually lose that status when the version of this UN Regulation is further updated. For this reason, such a reference would not be supported. However, the communication form shall clearly indicate to which version of the UN Regulation the type approval has been granted. With this information, each Contracting Party can perfectly identify whether the type approval is acceptable or not for their national WVTA.

· In accordance with the conclusion arrived at agenda item 4 that as an interim solution issues relating to type approval numbering should be covered by Q&A document on Revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement, ETRTO proposed to add the following paragraph to Answer 20, which was agreed by the Informal Group; 
“In addition to section 2(c) of paragraph 3 of Schedule 4, where this is deemed necessary, a Contracting Party may use in the approval number a sequence of up to six characters after the slash until Schedule 4 or the relevant UN Regulations (i.e. R117) would be revised accordingly in the future.” (Refer to document WP.29-173-16.)
Agenda item 6. Regulatory strategy when voluntary system becomes mandated / 
Agenda item 7. Concept of Limited recognition of type approvals pursuant to UN Regulations
· The representative of OICA introduced document IWVTA-25-06 looking for different ways to handle the change from voluntary system to mandated one.
· The representative of the Russian Federation introduced document IWVTA-25-09 proposing a concept of “limited recognition of type approvals pursuant to UN Regulations” similar to “attestation concept” once proposed by OICA.
· The representative of OICA questioned the legal justification for “limited recognition of type approvals” which is based on Article 1.2(d) of Revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement. 
· UNECE Secretariat welcomed option 2 “Additional Regulation for the presence (installation) of a system” proposed by OICA and added that it would be up to each GR to decide which option to choose.
· The Informal Group agreed to keep this agenda item at the next session in March 2018.
Agenda item 8. Proposal for setting up IWVTA Phase 2 Informal Group
· Japan introduced document IWVTA-25-07 illustrating the objectives of IWVTA Phase 2, i.e., further development of UNR0 from a partial IWVTA to a full IWVTA, maintenance of UNR0 including Annex 4 and 1958 Agreement including its Schedules, and so on. He also explained timeline for IWVTA Phase 2 such as a proposal for a roadmap toward a full IWVTA by November 2018.
· The representative of European Commission agreed on the addition of the maintenance of Schedules to TOR.
· The Informal Group agreed on the submission of proposed Rules of Procedure and Terms of Reference for IWVTA Phase 2 Informal Group with some amendments to WP.29 to be held in the following week. Refer to document WP.29-173-17.
Agenda item 9. Transposition of GTR15 (WLTP) into UN Regulation
· The Chair of WLTP Transposition Task Force introduced document IWVTA-25-11 explaining three different approaches for the procedure to amend UNR”WLTP” and requesting IWVTA Informal Group to advise on the preferred approach.
· The representative of OICA added that Task Force evaluated Approach 3 as “not feasible”, Approach 2 as “could be feasible if it survives legal check”, and Approach 1 as “fully in line with the 1958 Agreement but most time-consuming”.
· UNECE Secretariat were doubtful that OLA would agree to shorten the period necessary under Approach 1. However, endorsement by WP.29 with good justification could hopefully persuade OLA.
· Given the longer period and the additional administrative burden of Approach 1, UNECE Secretariat recommended that Approach 2 should be followed. Type approvals pursuant to regional requirements 1a or 1b could be distinguished by type approval numbers and/or marking.
· The representative of OICA reiterated that Approach 2 might not be in line with the 1958 Agreement.
· The representative of European Commission agreed with OICA. Optional requirements which are not equivalent to each other should not be included in the same version of a UN Regulation. Approach 2 might cause troubles also when drafting transitional provisions when one of the regional requirements is amended.
· The Informal Group only concluded that Approach 3 was never supported. Therefore, Approach 1 and 2 are still on the negotiation table. The Informal Group recommended that Task Force should ask OLA to shorten the period needed for Approach 1 with good justification and support of WP.29.
Agenda item 10. Type approval marking and the mandatory application of the Unique Identifier
· DETA Informal Group and GTB might have different views on the application/ usage of UI. Refer to documents IWVTA-SG58-22-10-rev.1 and SLR-21-02. It was agreed that DETA Informal Group and GTB would come up with a consistent approach and report it to IWVTA Informal Group at the next session in March 2018.
Agenda item 11. Preparation of report to the 173rd WP.29 session
· The main issue of the report is about the four documents (The General Guidelines, UNR0, Q&A on UNR0 and WVTA, and Q&A on Revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement) submitted to WP.29 for consideration and possible voting. The topics of this meeting would also be reported.
Agenda item 12. Any other Business
· The representative of UK stated that adding information on the category of Technical Services provided in Schedule 2 to status document WP.29/343 would be beneficial.
· UNECE Secretariat took note of UK comments. He added that addition of extra information would be feasible only when document WP.29/343 would be made available by electronic format, which are under preparation.
· Technical Secretary would accept comments on document IWVTA-25-13 “To-do list” anytime because it is a living document.
· The Informal Group agreed on the date and venue of future meetings as follows;
Under IWVTA Phase 2

- the 26th session: March 9 (Friday) 2018, OICA conference room in Paris

- the 27th session: June 15 (Friday) 2018, in the Hague
Major results and action items of the 25th IWVTA Informal Group meeting
	Agenda item
	Action item

	4. Revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement
	IWVTA Informal Group agreed on the necessity to amend Schedule 4 “Numbering of UN type approvals” of the Revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement in the future and would revisit documents IWVTA-25-04 (OICA), IWVTA-25-08 (the Russian Federation), and IWVTA-25-12-rev.1 (ETRTO) in March 2018 session. 

	5. Documents submitted to the 173rd session of WP.29
-General Guidelines for UN regulatory procedures and transitional provisions in UN Regulations

	The IWVTA Informal Group agreed to submit draft General Guidelines ECE/TRANS/WP.29/2017/107, Corr.1 and Add.1 as amended below to the 173rd WP.29 session for consideration and possible voting;
- Paragraph 6.1 shall be deleted*

- Remove all square brackets in the documents, and keep the proposed text

*Note: The above documents were adopted by WP.29. However, The Russian Federation made reservation on the deletion of paragraph 6.1.
IWVTA Informal Group agreed to revisit GRSG comments (GRSG-113-40) and amend General Guidelines if necessary at March 2018 session. For this reason, UN Secretariat would put off publication of the text of General Guidelines ECE/TRANS/WP.29/1044/rev.2.

	- Q&A on Revision 3 of the 1958 Agreement
	IWVTA Informal Group agreed to amend Q&A 20. as an interim solution until Schedule 4 or the relevant UN Regulations would be revised accordingly. Refer to document WP.29-173-16.

	6. Regulatory Strategy when ----
7. Concept of limited recognition
	IWVTA Informal Group agreed to keep this agenda item at March 2018 session keeping in mind that some recommendation or a reminder should be submitted to WP.29 in the future.

	8. TOR for IWVTA Phase 2 Informal Group
	IWVTA Informal Group agreed to submit proposed Rules of Procedure and Terms of Reference for IWVTA Phase 2 Informal Group with some amendments. Refer to document WP.29-173-17.  

	9. Transposition of GTR 15 into UN Regulation
	IWVTA Informal Group only concluded that Approach 3 was never supported. The Informal Group recommended that Task Force should ask OLA to shorten the period with good justification and support of WP.29.

	10. Type approval marking and the mandatory application of UI
	DETA Informal Group and GTB would come up with a consistent approach and report it to IWVTA Informal Group at the next session in March 2018


