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Japanese position paper to IWVTA Explanatory Note

First of all, Japan would like to encourage a Sub-Group to have a discussion to share the same concrete idea of IWVTA in step1. Japan will submit a separate paper for the discussion about IWVTA in step1. Japan would like to ask a Sub-Group to discuss based on it. Then Japan proposes to include the idea into this IWVTA Explanatory Note. Other than that, Japanese position is as follows.


2. If-fitted requirements (Section 2 of Annex 4)
(1) Original text
It should be noted that as soon as a system covered by an if-fitted requirement becomes mandated by a contracting party applying IWVTA, then this system should be transferred to section 1 of Annex 4. Other contracting parties not mandating the system can then make use of the flexible IWVTA scheme

(2) Concern
	This rule may increase the number of IWVTA of limited recognition because a system of which requirements are mandated in only one Contracting Party may be less likely to be equipped with vehicles sold in the other Contracting Parties. Given that this Explanatory Note describes that no Contracting Parties shall accept IWVTA of limited recognition, an increase in the number of limited recognition may not be desirable. R0 may need to pursue the prevalence of Universal IWVTA, not IWVTA of limited recognition. Thus, this rule should be changed.

(3) Proposal
	If all Contracting Parties consider that a system or part should be equipped with a vehicle, a relevant UN Regulation should be included in Section1. In other words, Section1 consists of UN Regulations which all Contracting Parties mandate. Section2 consists of UN Regulations which some or possibly no Contracting Parties mandate. Then if a Contracting Party mandates the equipment of a system or part of which UN Regulations are listed in Section2, the Contracting Party may refuse IWVTAs without the system or part only when such activities are allowed in the relevant UN Regulations as currently implemented in some of UN Regulations. 
If there are no rules dealing with if-fitted requirements in an UN Regulation, the national mandatory requirement of the equipment of the system covered by that if-fitted requirements can be dealt with as a “national/regional” requirement which is outside of IWVTA in step1.

(4)Justification
	It seems difficult for UNR0 to address a question “what will happen when a Contracting Party mandates the equipment of If-Fitted devices” because several rules have been implemented in individual UN Regulations. Thus, a possible and practical answer is to follow rules stipulated in those individual UN Regulations.
	Some may have concern that under this rule, even Universal IWVTA without a system covered by if-fitted requirements would be refused to accept by a Contracting Party which mandates the equipment of the system. However, currently, no serious problems have materialized with the implementation following the rules in individual UN Regulations. Since we need to avoid the situation that IWVTA of limited recognition, instead of Universal IWVTA, would mainly be used, the above proposal is suitable.
It seems reasonable to encourage manufacturers to gain Universal IWVTA and to respect the current rules implemented under individual UN Regulations.


Issuance of IWVTA
(1) Original text
A Contracting Party is able to issue a Universal IWVTA, if that Contracting Party:
· Applies UN Regulation No. 0;
· Applies all UN Regulations listed in Sections 1 and 2 of Annex 4 of the UN Regulation No. 0.
This is a consequence of meaning of the term “apply a Regulation” laid out in the [draft] revised 1958 Agreement.
Every Contracting Party applying UN Regulation No. 0 has also the right to issue type approvals of limited recognition.

(2) Proposal
A Contracting Party is able to issue a Universal IWVTA, if that Contracting Party:
· Applies UN Regulation No. 0;
· Has sufficient technical competence to issue a Universal IWVTA.

(3) Justification
	Given that UN Secretariat says “A CP applying UN Regulation No.0 is not obliged to apply all UN Regulations listed in UN Regulation No.0” (see SGR0-05-04), we may not need to make a strong link between UNR0 and UN Regulations listed in UNR0. As discussed in the previous “R0” Sub-Group in January, it is possible that some Contracting Parties which want to apply UNR0 may not be able to apply individual technical UN Regulations listed in UNR0 because those UN Regulations cause problems to vehicles other than M1 vehicles in those Contracting Parties. Thus, it seems reasonable to allow a Contracting Party to issue Universal IWVTA as long as the Contracting Party has sufficient technical competence. Actually, UN Secretariat says “A CP applying UN Regulation No.0 may even deliver an IWVTA without applying any of the UN Regulations listed in UN Regulations No.0”.  (See SGR0-05-04)

Upgrade of the UN Regulation No. 0 (1)
(1) Original text
The UN Regulation No. 0 shall include a section “Amendments to this Regulation”, which shall contain the provisions stipulating the process of introduction of new requirements to be listed in Annex 4.

(2) Proposal
	Amendments to this Regulation should stipulate that the amendments of UNR0 shall be deemed to be accepted only when no Contracting Party applying UNR0 expresses an objection within a period of six months.

(3) Justification
	While other UN Regulations mainly describe technical requirements, UNR0 stipulates administrative procedures which bind Contracting Parties, like the main text of 1958 Agreement. Given this unique characteristic and importance of UNR0, this Regulation should be amended by a unanimous decision of Contracting Parties applying this Regulation.

Upgrade of the UN Regulation No. 0 (2)
(1) Original text
When the list of the Section 1 and/or Section 2 of Annex 4 is extended, this creates a new series of amendments to UN Regulation No. 0 with a consequent change of the IWVTA numbering and marking.

(2) Question
	What does “When the list of the Section 1 and/or Section 2 of Annex 4 is extended” mean?

(3) Concern
	If a new series of amendments to UNR0 is created by adding new UN Regulations to Section1 and/or Section2 of Annex 4, UNR0 has a different level of requirements of Universal-IWVTA in one series. In that case, the mark of Universal-IWVTA would not function well. On the other hand, if a new series of amendments to UNR0 is created by amendments of individual technical UN Regulations listed in Section1 and/or Section2 of Annex 4, a new series of UNR0 would be developed every year. In that case, the mark of IWVTA would change every year. Is that too heavy burden of manufacturers?

(4) Proposal
	Taking concerns above into account, a Sub-Group may need to have further discussion.



