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Clarification regarding transitional process for IWVTA (draft)

1. Some back ground
In the last meeting, the Sub-Group UNR0 agreed to the idea that the UNR0 starting in 2016 will be based on "step1" as written in SGR0-05-01. In the step1, in addition to IWVTA, national approvals and national WVTA activities (or approval process) are needed to gain national WVTA as described in IWVTA-04-10. 
In order to get the national WVTA, check for a complete vehicle as well as its COP should be conducted. (Note: An example of “check for a complete vehicle” is to confirm whether certified systems and parts are equipped with a submitted vehicle.) However, it is not clear at this point when, under the scheme of IWVTA step 1, the check of a complete vehicle and COP would be done.

2. Characteristics of the IWVTA Step1
By definition, the IWVTA scheme in each step should be upgraded to the next step without completely changing the scheme. And when the smooth transition from step 1 to step2 is taken into consideration, the check for a complete vehicle and COP would be done as part of the process of IWVTA under the scheme of the IWVTA step1. (See attached slide) In other words, even in step1, a complete vehicle with a set of certificates of UN Regulations would be submitted to an approval authority and then the approval authority takes a responsibility for check for a complete vehicle and COP.
And as already agreed at the previous meeting, the issuance of COCs should not be mandatory required. Rather than that, the COCs or some kind of similar papers could voluntarily be issued under the scheme of the IWVTA step1.
With these characteristics, the framework of the text of UNR0 in step1 would be the same as that of the text of UNR0 in step2 or step3, and then the more regulations UNR0 could have, the less process National WVTA activities would contain. For example, when COP audit for IWVTA covers a broad area according to the harmonization of various regulations, the burden of COP audit for national WVTA would decrease.
With such full contents of UNR0, some countries without unique domestic regulations may be able to use IWVTA as a national whole vehicle approval. In addition, some countries which do not have their own type-approval systems can refer to UNR0 when developing their national or regional whole vehicle type approval systems.

3. Concerns should be solved
It could be difficult for a Contracting Party to check a complete vehicle when a manufacturer cannot fill out all blanks in Information document due to the lack of UN Regulations necessary for the IWVTA. Thus, at least, a new UN Regulation for mass and dimensions should be developed by March 2016. The UN Regulation for mass and dimensions would be needed mainly to stipulate the measurement methods and, therefore, not necessarily include limit values. In addition, mass and dimensions measured by a method in the UN Regulation would be only used for type-approvals under 1958 Agreement. Each Contracting Party would be allowed to use its own method to measure mass and dimensions for registration, tax, or drivers’ licence. Possibly, S.R.1 would be a good start point.
