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TEAMS LINK


	
	Time
	Issue
	Working Documents

	1. 
	
	Welcome 

The chairs welcomed the participants to the 10th session.
They underlined the need to submit the papers to be discussed one week before the meeting for everybody to have time to study them carefully.

Attendance

The TFTA 10th session attendance is listed in TA-10-06.

Approval of last meeting minutes (10 February 2023)
Previous meeting minutes were adopted. The EC noted that the small group proposed by ETRTO to read the first draft had not been created. 

Adoption of the agenda
The agenda was adopted. The EC noted that the agenda proposed needed clarification. It is not possible to attend the meeting without knowing the items that will effectively be discussed and the decisions that will have to be taken. 

	TA-09-07
TA-10-01v2
TA-10-06





	2. 
	
	Update on open road vehicle and indoor drum test method descriptions


1. Open road vehicle test method

2. Indoor Drum test method

No updates were provided on the 2 test method descriptions. 

Action item TA-08-01
The TFTA requested ETRTO and JASIC to draft the descriptions for respectively the open road test method and indoor drum test method in a word document that each test center can easily consult for performing the test.

ETRTO explained not having provided the test method description and having informed the co-chairs on 23 February. The main reason for this was that ETRTO concentrated all its resources to have the workplan starting in time to not lose the ‘cold temperature’ window for the open road validation test campaign.
In this communication, ETRTO proposed to the co-chairs to start promptly to work on the test method(s) description within a dedicated TFTA drafting group, that could start very soon.

The EC was very clear on the fact that it was not possible to start testing before having a drafted method. ETRTO have agreed the test with the industry but the other participants in the TFTA do not know what it is about.
 

VW representative didn’t see the approach as critical, as the aim of the validation test is to verify all the parameters. 

OICA endorsed the ETRTO proposal to start very soon the TFTA drafting subgroup.

The Chairs supported the statement from EC that a written test description should be ready as soon as possible. If during the drafting an addition is made, some of the tests will have to be re-done.

ETRTO re-iterated the rationale that the test method description is already very detailed in the cross-matrix document (latest update TA-09-08), and that it was very important to start the test campaign in time. EC and DE noted however that the presentation made by ETRTO was not fully comprehensive yet and it was not possible to repeat the measurements just with the information contained in the presentations. As an example, nothing is said about the tread depth measurement or the requirements for the equipment, etc. The need for transparency was also emphasized. The work has to be shared with the TFTA in a transparent manner. 

As outcome of the discussion, TFTA agreed on the following:
· Drafting group will start immediately working on the test method description.
· EC will lead the drafting group on open road vehicle method description.
· JASIC will lead the drafting group on the indoor vehicle method description.
· Participants: EC, Japan, ETRTO, OICA, France, ITMA and USTMA.

Action item TA-10-01
Secretary and EC will call for a meeting of the drafting group, in order to deliver a status report by next TFTA meeting.


Korea Automotive Technology Institute (KATECH) presented its study on  internal drum tyre abrasion test method as per document TA-10-02.

TFTA participants thanked KATECH for the presentation, and addressed the following comments:

OICA: how to consider this method in the test campaign?

The EC asked clarification on whether the Korean colleagues were ready to start testing. It was clarified that the testing facility was not yet ready and this lead to the conclusion that their method will have to be discussed at a later stage. the EC also emphasized the need to have a method based on real driving. The question for the EC is therefore whether the drum method is equivalent to the on-road method.

Netherlands questioned whether KATECH already performed a correlation between their test method and open road vehicle method. KATECH explained that this still needs to be performed and will inform TFTA when results are available.

ETRTO questioned KATECH on which degumming process is used in their internal drum method. KATECH will check this and inform TFTA accordingly.

The chair thanked KATECH and concluded that the Internal drum test method can be considered in a 2nd step in TFTA.


3. Vehicle load normalization: Any questions?

TFTA agreed in the 9th sesssion that this subject shall be further discussed after the test campaign when more data will be available. It should not impact the starting date of the test campaign.

Topic not discussed in the 10th session.
	TA-07-07
TA-10-02
 

	3. 
	
	TF TA workplan 2023 and Gantt


1. Tyre selection list

2. Status workplan participation


Action item TA-09-01
Test centers are requested to provide the test center delivery address, contact person and details (e-mail, Telephone number) to TFTA secretary (info@etrto.org) by 17 February at latest.

Action item is completed.

ETRTO informed TFTA on the workplan status as per TA-10-04.

ETRTO explained that for the special use tyre (tyre N° 11), the tyre specification is in line with the new Special Use definition. The tyre size has the equivalent tyre width and outer diameter and can be fitted on the selected vehicle.

Document TA-10-06 is showing the (EU) market share of the tyre selection as presented during the 8th session.


	TA-10-04
TA-10-06

	4. 
	
	Test method in UN regulatory framework

TFTA reviewed the document TA-09-03v2,updated pro and cons table.

OICA mentioned that a GTR can contain a test method description without limits, while the TFTA ToR clearly stated that TFTA is working in the 1958 Agreement scope with the aim to deliver a UN Regulation. The Chairs explained it was always possible to discuss a UNR or a GTR, no matter the terms of reference. The terms of reference can easily be updated.

GRPE secretary explained that a UN GTR should be as close as possible to a UN Regulation and can contain limits. There is however a slight difference regarding entry into force: a GTR enters into force directly when adopted by the WP29 whereas there is a six-month delay for a UNR.

The EC representative expressed the opinion that this discussion on UN Regulation – UN GTR was not relevant for the moment. Whether we go for a UNR or for a GTR will be decided at a later stage and there is no need to discuss it now. Besides, the EC has no empowerment for a UNR at that stage. That may however change with the adoption of EURO 7.

OICA expressed that that topic is relevant, and that based on their experience in other regulatory developments, we should not consider a UN GTR if there is not a clear benefit compared to a UN Regulation.

OICA and ETRTO expressed the opinion that if the UN GTR path is followed, the test method shall be linked with limits.

EC representative confirmed that the market assessment is the necessary element to derive the abrasion limits proposal.

Regarding the limit determination, Germany questioned whether it would be possible to use the ADAC latest test results as published in March 2023?
ETRTO responded that the limits proposal shall be based on the TFTA test method.
ADAC agreed with ETRTO opinion, as their tests have been performed based on 2 methods, that are not the same as discussed in TFTA.

USTMA highlighted that in case the abrasion test will be addressed in an UN GTR, WP.29 shall be informed as 1998 Contracting Parties would then also like to participate in the discussions.

Action item TA-09-02
The chair (FR) will prepare a Gantt comparing the UN Regulation and UN GTR timeline.

Action item is completed.

The Chair presented with TA-10-03 the Gantt comparing the UN regulation versus GTR timeline. This document was updated as TA-10-03v1 after the meeting considering TFTA comments.

The EC commented on the EURO 7 timeline, as mentioned in the Gantt. The EURO7 timeline is only an EC proposal, that still needs to be agreed. TFTA shall concentrate its work on providing the data to decide on the limits for C1 and C2 tyres by end 2024.Ideally C3 tyres should be included too but it might be difficult timewise.

ETRTO thanked the chair for this detailed Gantt and expressed its concerns regarding the timeline. For example, to answer the ambition of the EC (report by end 2024), at least one of the conditions would be that test results of tyres tested for the market assessment are considered legally valid for future Type Approval (i.e. avoid double testing). Anyhow ETRTO is doubting if this is legally possible: can Type approval authorities use these test results (obtained with a test adopted “only” at GRBP) to grant type approval according to a future UN regulation? ETRTO really sees an issue that these data cannot be used for type approval as long the test method is not in force. EC representative responded to ETRTO that the ETRTO concern is not a real issue, and the market assessment data could be valid if the test procedure of the market assessment will be identical as the Type approval test but this will need to be encoded in the Implementing Regulation, if possible.
	TA-09-03v2
TA-10-03v1

	5. 
	
	Mileage versus abrasion

No new topic addressed during the meeting. 

Agenda item will be kept.

	

	6. 
	
	Trade-offs abrasion performance versus other tyre performances

Action item TA-06-02
ADAC informed having data with trade-off results and will prepare a presentation by a future meeting.

ADAC informed TFTA that they are finalizing a new test campaign with additional 50 tyres. 
Report is expected by end of Q1, begin Q2 2023. ADAC will inform TFTA accordingly.

Item will be addressed end Q1, beginning Q2 2023

	

	7. 
	
	C2 and C3 tyres

TFTA started to discuss when to address the C2 and C3 tyre category in the TFTA activities.

OICA experienced in the ‘brake’ discussions that it would be better to start as early as possible.

ETRTO informed TFTA that they are working on C2 and C3 tyres. The priority is to pursue C1, and then to consider C3 as the test method designed for C1 may have to be adapted. After C1 and C3 concept is defined, to check whether C2 can be linked to C1 or C3 method.

The chair reminded the TFTA that its mandate is considering C1, C2 and C3 with a similar timeline. EURO 7 projected implementation will be July 2025 for LCV and LDV, while for HDV it will be July 2027.

OICA reminded TFTA on the interdependency of the tyre performances, where tyre wear is playing a role. As tyres will have to be (re)designed to comply with the abrasion requirements, considering the lead time for tyre development, the EURO 7 proposed timeline would not be feasible. 

OICA addressed whether there is the need to consider all tyres in the scope of the regulations. They mentioned that exemption for some specific tyres should be considered. 

Action item TA-08-04
TFTA experts will look for some literature or information regarding C2 and C3 tyre abrasion.

Action item is still open.

OICA proposed to provide a summary of a CARB study for next TFTA session.

Agenda item was not discussed in 10th session.
	

	8. 
	
	Next meeting(s)
 
11th session: 30 March 12:00 – 14:00 CET



_____________________________
All documents of this TF TA are/will be available via the UNECE website: TF TA session 10 - Transport - Vehicle Regulations - UNECE Wiki
