INF GR / CRS-53-14e

Minutes Meeting for 53th meeting of the Informal Group on

Child Restraint System
	Date:
	Start
	September 2nd  
	9:30 AM

	
	End           
	September 2nd  
	5:00 PM


 Place:
SMMT offices

71 Great Peter St

London SW1P 2BN, United Kingdom

1. Welcome and Roll call (CRS-53-13e)
2. Adoption of the agenda (CRS-53-01e)
3. Validation of the minutes of the last meeting (CRS-52-10e). Small modifications are made in chapter 5.1, chapter 9 & chapter 10 the update version is available under CRS-52-10e Rev 1.
4. Draft proposal for GRSP in December session
4.1. R44 evolution for booster cushions (decision) CRS-53-02e (Chairman) 
Presentation from Pierre CASTAING. Limits the use of Booster cushion as defined in ECE R129 to children taller than 125 cm. The proposal from Pierre CASTAING is to add a paragraph in the regulation N°44 with sentence like “IMPORTANT - DO NOT USE THIS PRODUCT BEFORE THE CHILD'S SIZE EXCEEDS 125 cm (Refer to instructions)” on the booster and to add a chapter with sentence like “Booster Cushion without backrest shall only be type approved as Child restraint systems of Group III as defined in paragraph 2.1.1.5. of this Regulation. (Mass range from 22 kg to 36 kg)”
The aim of this amendment of the R44 regulation is to answer to the German request made in TAKATA meeting 49th. 
CLEPA comments: If we add text on the product, we need to translate in lot of different language CLEPA prefer to add drawing like for the airbag label instead of text. 

CRS-53-07e from CLEPA is a proposal to a request from Pierre CASTAING above but with drawing instead of text.
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Pierre CASTAING proposes a small modification to be made in the CLEPA proposal because the green area cannot be understood by all people and stature symbol can be also change.
Tommy  PETTERSSON (VTI) & Jesper JUKIC (Trafikstyrelsen) are afraid for the understanding to the booster cushion with the red cross, person can understand that the booster is totally forbidden and not only bellow 125 cm stature. 
The group suggested following changes  :

· Replace symbol for stature concept, 
· Replaced smaller than sign”<”,
· Remove do and don’t pictograms, 
· Remove word “warning”, 
· Remove the green area.
· Stature symbol has to be in line with the ISO format.

Pierre asks CLEPA to propose a new drawing to be included in the formal document for the next GRSP on this topic (dead line 11/09/2015).
4.2. Amendment 1 to R129 Phase 1(decision) CRS-53-03e (Chairman & secretary) 
This document is just an extract of all previous discussion & modifications in the regulation N°129 for Phase I since about the ten last IG meeting. The reference document is the original UN Regulation N° 129 with corrigendum 1 and supplements 1, 2, 3 and 4. 
· Chapter 4.6: Question of i-size marking position from Jesper JUKIC (Trafikstyrelsen). Pierre mentions that in future, child seat can be constructed from multiple separable components “it would be good if the separate components are identifiable but a duplication of the homologation label is not necessary”. Hans AMMERLAAN (RDW) agrees to Pierre vision: It’s nice to have the information on the base but also on the shell which belongs to it, as the shell and base can be sold separately. The chairman recalls that this was already discussed and do not want to restart discussion. Written proposals to clarify this topic are welcomed for the next meeting of the IWG ECRS
· CRS-53-09e is a proposition from CLEPA to modify chapter 6.6.4.1.6.2 for integration of visual & audible signal. Proposition in its current state was not accepted by the group. CLEPA must propose alternatives solutions.
· Entry into force of amendment 1 of regulation N° 129 (Phase I, Integral ISOFIX products). Current view by Pierre: entry into force in September 2017. From September 2018, if ISOFIX products are banned from the regulation N°44, only products compliant with regulation N° 129/01 can be approved. Pierre asks feedback from CLEPA about acceptability of banning ISOFIX for integral CRS in ECE R44 at these dates.

· Chapter 6.6.4.3.1: Change “of this regulation” into “of the series R129/01”.  Modification of some performance criteria: Upper Neck Flexion moment & chest deflection will be monitoring, and the “[ ]” are removed for the abdominal pressure.

Modifications during this IG are in CRS-53-03e rev 1.
4.3. ANEC proposal to the GRSP informal group on eCRS CRS-53-05e (Ronald VROMAN) 

Hans AMMERLAAN (RDW) expresses support for the ANEC proposal. CLEPA have some concerns not to have a complete view of a clear roadmap for the future that sets out policy-makers intentions for all child restraint categories CRS-53-10e.

Pierre CASTAING asks to CLEPA to build with ANEC and members states a proposal. 

4.4. Amendment to include Phase 2 in R129 (proposal) CRS-53-04e (Chairman & secretary) 
This document is just an extract of all previous discussion & modifications in the regulation N°129 for Phase II since about the ten last IG meeting. The reference documents are the original UN Regulation N° 129 with corrigendum 1 and supplements 1, 2, 3 and 4 and Amendment for phase I.
The chairman & secretary will make modifications (booster cushion removal from the regulation N° 129 and modification of the hip breadth and shoulder breadth for the size 125 cm up to 150 cm) before next IG meeting and GRSP session.

4.5. Amendment of R16 (OICA) CRS-53-08e Draft R16 handbook – simplification of the R129 table) 
OICA proposes an additional table to be added to the vehicle user manual informing consumer on the car seat R129 compatibility.
The group agrees on the principle of the table as proposed by OICA, but the column for specific to vehicle ECRS must be improved.
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Pierre:  There is no proposal for September the 11th, but will be presented as in informal document for December GRSP session.

Meeting will be organized between OICA, CLEPA, testing lab, consumer & Peter BROERTJES about this topic and comes back with a proposal for the next IG meeting (27th October). Irina will manage the day & meeting room.
5. Type approval of integral shield systems in UN regulation N° 129 (CRS-53-11e)

In this presentation Dinos VISVIKIS from CYBEX, remains two questions:
· Does UN Regulation N°129 allow the type approval of integral shields?
· Are any provisions in UN Regulation N°129 incompatible with integral shields?
In the scope of R129 Phase I and in definitions, Shields are included. Shield provisions in absorption & individual component test are also included except for chapter 6.7.1.8.2 where is specific for buckle harness but by removal the word “harness” it will also be tested for shield.
Internal dimensions requirements according to annex 18 are for all eCRS but specific procedural step are needed for shields (under discussion at TSG meeting).
Lap strap assemblies cannot subject “weak parts” to “excessive stresses” and CYBEX propose to remove it (as it’s this requirement is subjective) in favour of performance criteria.

At CYBEX request, TRL has prepared a new procedure for cycling adjusters connected to a strap (and not directly mounted on the CRS). 

In conclusion of this presentation, for CYBEX point of view, the UN regulation N°129 allow the type approval of integral shields and provisions in the UN regulation N°129are compatible with integral shields except for adjuster conditioning.
The chairman understand the point of view of CYBEX and for the Chairman, shield system are authorized in the current R129 regulation if they are Integral (then without use of adult safety belt).

6. Tests of first APTS 40 mm in Q3 moulded abdomen 
This presentation from IFSTTAR was not showed due to lack of time but available under CRS-53-12e link.
The objective was to characterize the difference of response between the APTS50 (50mm) in Q3 drilled and new APTS40 (40mm) in Q3 moulded. 
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              APTS 50 mm in Q3 drilled abdomen                      APTS 40 mm in Q3 moulded abdomen
The protocol was similar to biofidelity but simplified (Isolated abdomen & 25 mm bar compression at 1 m/s).
For conclusion, based on few samples tested, repeatability is good and differences of responses are limited between APTS 50 & APTS 40 (less than 7 % on stiffness response & less than 7% on pressure vs displacement response). Differences are smaller between combinations of APTS 40.
7. Next meetings
7.1. 54th meeting will be held in Brussels – European Commission offices – October, the 27th and start at 9.30 AM until 5.00 PM 

8. A.O.B.
PLEASE CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE before end of 22th of October
to Yoann.brunetiere@dorel.eu to Isabelle.Verstraelen@ec.europa.eu and to Peter.BROERTJES@ec.europa.eu
Please send the following information with your attendance : 

full name, birthdate, nationality and ID or passport number

