RO comments for IWG-PTI 05.09.2016

Document PTI 05-03 

1) To replace in the title and all the text “administrative and technical provisions” with “administrative provisions”

Justification: the provisions concerning the testing facilities and equipment, the competence, training and certification of inspectors and the supervising bodies are administrative provisions (also in the Directive 2014/45/EC the equivalent chapter (No IV) is named “Administrative Provisions”).


2) In the point 3 we suggest to add 2 new paragraphs:


- the first one, between the points 3.1 and 3.2:

“The Contracting Parties shall ensure that the testing centres or, if relevant, the competent authority maintain the testing facilities and equipment in accordance with the specifications provided by the manufacturers.”


- the second one, after the point 3.2:

„3. Equipment used for measurements shall be periodically calibrated in line with pt. 3.2 and verified in accordance with the specifications provided by the Contracting Party concerned or by the manufacturer of the equipment.”
Justification: for a better correlation with Directive 2014/45/EC (see Art. 11).


3) To introduce a new point after point 3: 

„Testing centres
1. Testing centres in which inspectors perform technical inspections tests shall be authorised by a Contracting Party or by its competent authority. 

2. To meet minimum requirements in terms of quality management, testing centres shall comply with the requirements laid down by the authorising Contracting Party. Testing centres shall ensure the objectivity and the high quality of the technical inspections.”

Justification: for a better correlation with Directive 2014/45/EC (see Art. 12).


4) To introduce at the beginning of the point 4 the following provisions: 

“Contracting Parties shall ensure that technical inspections are carried out by inspectors fulfilling the minimum competence and training requirements laid down bellow. Contracting Parties may lay down additional requirements in respect of competence and corresponding training. 

Inspectors employed or authorised by competent authorities of the Contracting Parties or by a testing centre at [......] shall be exempted from the requirements laid down bellow regarding the competence.  

When carrying out a roadworthiness test, the inspector shall be free from any conflict of interests so as to ensure, to the satisfaction of the Contracting Party or competent authority concerned, that a high level of impartiality and objectivity is maintained.” 

Justification: for a better correlation with Directive 2014/45/EC (see Art. 13).


5) To introduce at the beginning of the pt. 4.3 “Certificate of competence“ the following provision: 

“The competent authorities or, where applicable, approved training centres shall provide a certificate to inspectors who fulfil the minimum competence and training requirements. “

Justification: for a better correlation with Directive 2014/45/EC (see Art. 13).


6) To introduce at the beginning of the point 5 the following provisions: 

“Contracting Parties shall ensure that testing centres are supervised. 

Contracting Parties shall make publicly available the rules and procedures covering the organisation, tasks and requirements, including the independence requirements applicable to the personnel of a supervising body. 

Testing centres directly operated by a competent authority shall be exempted from the requirements regarding authorisation and supervision where the supervising body is part of the competent authority. 

The requirements mentioned in paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Article may be regarded as fulfilled by Member States which require that testing centres be accredited by a national accreditation body.”

Justification: for a better correlation with Directive 2014/45/EC (see Art. 14).


7) To move the point 5.3 in a new point 6 named “6. General provisions” (as 6.3); to include in this new point also the following provisions:
“6.1. The person presenting the vehicle for testing shall be informed of any deficiencies identified in the vehicle which need to be rectified. 

6.2. The results of a roadworthiness test may only be modified, where appropriate, by the supervising body, or in accordance with the procedure set up by the competent authority, if the findings of the roadworthiness test are manifestly incorrect.”  

Justification: for a better correlation with Directive 2014/45/EC (see Art. 13 para.5 and 6); also in the Directive 2014/45/EC the para. 3“Contents of the rules and procedures” of Annex V is not related to the requirements applicable to the Supervising Bodies.

Document PTI 05-04 and 05-05 

1. Entry into force


The Rules No 1 and 2 shall not entry into force before 20 May 2018.

Justification: The scope of the modifications to the Rules No 1 and 2 is to harmonise them with Directive 2014/45/EU. As already mentioned, it is not acceptable for RO, as MS of the EU, to apply those requirements before 20 may 2018, so the entry into force of the Rules should be correlated with this date.  


2. Scope – vehicle categories


RO prefers that the Rules No. 1 and 2 refers only to the existing category. 


Justification: As already mentioned, RO considers that for the moment the modifications should not modify the scope (vehicle categories). The extension of the Agreement to the M1 and N1 vehicles could limit the free circulation of those vehicles due to the new applicable administrative provisions (e.g. new PTI certificates and the PTI periodicity) and could restrain the attractiveness of the Agreement for third countries. 


On the other hand, those modifications are not in line with the Convention on Road Traffic, Vienna 1968 (see Article 39 attached), and with the European Agreement supplementing the 1968 Convention on Road Traffic, Geneva 1971. The Convention requires the inspection only for M2, M3, N2, N3, O3 and O4.

Additionally, the Agreement provides the necessity of the International technical inspection certificate only for those vehicle; that certificate should be not older than one year.
CONVENTION ON ROAD TRAFFIC

DONE AT VIENNA ON 8 NOVEMBER 1968

(Consolidated version*)

ARTICLE 39
Technical requirements and inspection of vehicles

1. Every motor vehicle, every trailer and every combination of vehicles in international traffic shall satisfy the provisions of Annex 5 to this Convention. It shall also be in good working order.

2. Domestic legislation shall require periodic technical inspections of:

(a) Motor vehicles used for the carriage of persons and having more than eight seats in addition to the driver’s seat;

(b) Motor vehicles used for the carriage of goods whose permissible maximum mass exceeds 3,500 kg and trailers designed to be coupled to such vehicles.

3. Domestic legislation shall, as far as possible, extend the provision of paragraph 2 to the other categories of vehicles.

EUROPEAN AGREEMENT SUPPLEMENTING

THE 1968 CONVENTION ON ROAD TRAFFIC

DONE AT GENEVA ON 1 MAY 1971

(Consolidated version**)

26 bis. Ad Article 39 of the Convention (Technical requirements and inspection of vehicles)

Additional paragraphs to be inserted at the end of this Article

These paragraphs shall be read as follows:

“4. (a) Motor vehicles in international traffic whose permissible maximum mass exceeds 3,500 kg, except those used for the carriage of persons and having not more than eight seats in addition to the driver’s seat, shall satisfy specific requirements with regard to noise and pollutant emissions. In this respect:

(i) Such motor vehicles shall have met as a minimum the technical requirements and limits of the series of amendments to the relevant ECE Regulations in force for the purpose of the 1958 Geneva Agreement at the date of their first registration after the manufacture;

(ii) Such motor vehicles shall meet the minimum inspection requirements specified in the relevant ECE Rule(s); the compliance with the said requirements shall be checked during periodic technical inspections referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article.

(b) For the purpose of this paragraph, the technical requirements and limits of a series of amendments to the ECE Regulations are deemed to be in force until the date from which type approvals granted under this series of amendments cease to be valid.

5. (a) The driver of a motor vehicle referred to in subparagraph 4 (a) above shall, in proof of its passing a periodic technical inspection, referred to in the aforesaid subparagraph as well as of its being in good working order, carry a valid, duly completed international technical inspection certificate.

(b) The certificate shall be issued either by a competent authority of the Contracting Party in which territories the vehicle is registered or subdivision thereof or on behalf and by authorization of such Contracting Party or subdivision thereof by an association duly empowered thereto by that Contracting Party or subdivision thereof.

(c) This certificate shall specify the date of first registration after the manufacture. The proof in this certificate concerning the said periodic technical inspection shall be not older than one year. It shall conform to the provisions of Appendix 2 to the 1997 Vienna Agreement.

(d) For vehicles referred to in subparagraph 4 (a) above, first registered after the manufacture two years or more after the entry into force of these Amendments, the certificate shall be issued or renewed only if they meet the requirements of subparagraph 4 (a) (i) above.”


